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Long  Beach  church  rises  from  destruction 


By  WiUUm  H.  PerkiM  )r. 


Not  to  long  ago,  Paator  LaRue  Stephens 
was  walking  me  niins  of  First  OnuicK 
Long  BeacK  counting  tup  the  costs  of  tak¬ 
ing  a  direct  hit  from  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Tham  daya^  he's  counting  down  the  days 
until  the  duadi  oocupAesmair  new  facility. 
Tlte  dumh'a^  cosywgption 
uolad  lo  relooBle  from  nwir  kmk* 
xn§M  pcmcMi  on  mt  dmqi  ot 


summer  of  2006  at  a  cost  of  about  $16  mil¬ 
lion.  That  includes  full  fumuhings  and 
outfitting  tite  new  kitdten. 

The  multipurpoae  area  of  Phase  1  will 
initially  house  the  sanctuary  until  the  per¬ 
manent  sanctuary  can  be  built  during  the 
next  stage  of  construction.  'The  church's 
vision  is  to  go  right  into  Phase  Z  which 
will  indude  the  new  sanctuary  and  fd- 
lowahip  haU,”  Stephw  said. 

God  has  been  ndihlul 


struction  superintendent  for  the  First 
Church,  Long  Beadv  project,  while  fellow 
Alabantian  Russ  Stc^  is  serving  as  pro¬ 
ject  manager. 

Stephens  said  tiw  church  believes  the 
North  Qevebmd  Avenue  area  is  ideal  for 
future  ministries.  The  area  is  bcxuning 
with  jxwt-Katrina  construction,  aiwl  the 
churcn  property  is  just  across  an  adjacent 
strast  from  a  laroe  Dublic  schocrf  acaMmic 


*Hte  church  aras  wdl-friaured,*'  ha 

_  teddL  TmI  avun  with  the  inaunnoi^  only 

nuiaaiy  for  about  half  of  llw  poaHCatdni  buUdiiK 
coals  wBl  ba  eouid.  1th  know  God  wui 


an^  whohlnhiB  Ufhyuar  aapaalo^ 
duudiloatdboutBOOofdHiraH- 

_  _  e  ca*  _  _  A  •  ^ 


of  and 
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MAKING  PROGRESS  ~  LaRue  Stephens  (right),  pastor  of  Hist  Churdv  Long  Beach,  checks  in  with  Superintendent  Martis  Wyatt  (left) 
and  Project  Manaow  Ruis  Slone  of  G^  C  General  Contractor  LLC  of  BirmifMham,  on  the  progress  cjf  construction  at  the  church's 
new  site  on  Northcleveland  Averaie  in  Lcxtg  Beach.  The  churchS  corwregteion  votedlo  relocate  from  their  longtime  Icxatkm  or>  the  beach 
aber  Hurricarte  Katrina  destroyed  the  church  comptex.  (Photo  by  Winiam  H.  Perkins  )r.) 
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A  worldwide  scam  on  the  World  Wide  Web 


Beloved  in  Christ,  Calvary  Greetings  in 
the  Name  of  our  lord  Jesus  Chnst,  I 
have  been  briefed  to  contact  you  because 
of  passion  for  humanity  and  sympathy  for 
people  loithjust  causes,!  am  a  new  Christum 
convert, sumring  from  long  time  cancer. 

From  alt  indications  my  condition  is  real¬ 
ly  deteriorating  and  it  is  quite  obvious  that  I 
won't  live  more  than  six  months  It  has  defiled 


and  purpose  of  God's  work,  then  do 
urgently  contact  me  back  and  the  details 
whI  be  given  toyou  on  how  you  will  be 
able  to  receive  the  fund. 


out  of  Nigeria.  In  actuality,  the  millions 
of  dollars  do  not  exist  and  the  victim 
eventually  ends  up  with  nothing  but 
loss,"  the  FBI  states. 

''Once  the  victim  stops  sending 
money,  the  perpetrators  have  been 


from  long  time  cancer.  Anyone  with  a  computer  and  an  e-  money,  the  perpetrators  have  bron 

ill  indications  my  condition  is  real-  mail  address  has  likely  received  at  least  known  to  u^  me  personal  information 
rating  and  it  is  quite  odious  that  I  one  such  plaintive  message  lately  -  if  and  checlu  that  owy  received  to  imper- 
!  more  than  six  months  It  has  defiled  not  a  whole  slew  of  diem.  At  The  Baptist  sonate  the  victim,  draining  bank 
all  f^ms  of  medical  treatment,  and  Record,  the  count  for  just  this  year  is  sev-  accounts  and  credit  card  balances  until 
right  now  I  have  only  about  a  few  eral  hundred  such  messages.  the  victim's  assets  are  taken  in  their 

months  to  live,  according  to  med-  The  names  and  reply  addresses  may  entirety.  While  such  an  invitation 

ical  experts.l  have  not  particularly  be  different,  but  the  point  is  always  the  impresses  most  law-abidmg  citizens  as  a 
lived  my  life  so  well,  as  I  never  same:  The  writer  is  a  rich  but  dying  new  laughable  hoax,  millions  of  dollars  in 
really  cared  for  anything  but  my  Christian,  always  overseas,  seeking  to  losses  are  caused  by  these  schemes  annu- 
business. Though  I  am  very  rich,  give  away  his  fortune  to  someone  who  the  FBI  warns. 

But  now  I  regret  all  this  as  I  now  will  use  it  properly  to  ensure  his  There  are  many  variations  on  this 


WiUiamH. 
Perkins  Jr. 

!  Editor 


fwsy  **3^  w%sst  uso  s 

really  cared  for  anything  but  my 
business. Though  I  am  very  rich. 
But  now  I  regret  all  this  as  I  now 
knowthat  there  is  more  to  life  than 
just  wanting  to  have  or  make  all 
the  money  in  the  world. 

I  want  God  to  be  merciful  to  me 
and  accept  my  soul  so,  I  have 
decided  to  give  alms  to  charity 
organizations  and  those  in  Need, 
as  I  want  this  to  be  orte  of  the  last 
good  d^ds  I  do  on  earth  So  far. 


will  use  It  properly  to  ensure  nis 
entrance  into  neaven.  All  that  need  be 
done  is  to  contact  the  writer  for  instruc¬ 
tions  on  how  to  transfer  the  money. 

If  the  recipient  does  reply,  he /she  is 
usually  told  to  withdraw  a  substantial 
sum  of  money  from  their  own  bank 
account  and  send  it  to  the  writer,  so  that 
the  writer's  money  can  be  freed  up. 
Then,  according  to  the  writer,  all  of  the 


allyf^  the  FBI  warns. 

There  are  many  variations  on  this 
Internet  scam,  some  involving  the 
expressed  desire  to  plant  new  churches, 
donate  large  sums  to  a  seminary,  or  pro¬ 
vide  Bibles  to  people  groups  who  have 
none.  It's  hard  to  believe  folks  fall  for 
such  a  pitch  but,  according  to  the  FBI,  it 
happens  often. 

irs  particularly  egregious  when 
Southern  Baptists  fall  prey  to  such  arti- 
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good  deeds  I  do  on  earth  So  far.  Then,  according  to  the  writer,  all  of  the  Southern  Baptists  tall  prey  to  such  arti- 

Now  that  my  health  luu  deteriorat-  recipient's  money  plus  the  newfound  fice,  because  we  already  nave  the  best 

ed  so  badly,  I  cannot  do  this  myself  fortune  will  be  sent  back  to  the  recipient,  system  in  the  Protestant  world  to  fund 

anymore.  The  last  of  my  money  It  all  sounds  too  good  to  be  true,  and  such  mission  endeavors.  We  don't  need 


which  only  my  Attorney  knows  of  is  the  huge  it  is.  These  are  Internet  scams  of  the 
cash  deposit  of  Five  Million  united  States  highest  order. 

Dollars  ($5  000,  OOOjOO)  that  I  have  with  an  ^The  scheme  relies  on  convincing  a 
Asset  Management  /  Vaulting  Company  willing  victim,  who  has  demonstrated  a 
Abroad.  I  will  want  you  to  help  me  collect  thts  'propensity  for  larceny'  by  responding  to 
deposit.  I  am  willing!  to  donate  this  5  million  the  invitation,  to  send  money  to  the 
U.S  dollars  to  you  for  the  less  privilege  and  author  of  the  letter  in  Nigeria  in  several 
ybr  practical  Christian  service  and  concern.  installments  of  increasing  amounts  for  a 
And  upon  my  instruction,  my  attorney,  variety  of  reasons,"  reports  the  U.S. 
who  presently  is  in  Accra  Ghana  distrib-  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI), 


to  respond  to  scams  foisted  on  us  in  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  to  accomplish  our 
duty  under  the  Great  Commission 
(Matthew  28:18-20). 

Southern  Baptists  have  the  Cooperative 
Program,  the  missions  offerings,  and 
many  other  ways  to  support  the  spread¬ 
ing  of  the  Gosfxl  that  nave  been  proven 
emetive  and  cost-efficient.  If  there  are  any 
doubts  about  whether  a  program  is  wor- 


utingrelief  materials  to  victims  and  an  referring  to  a  particular  scam  that  origi-  thy  of  our  involvement  —  spiriti 
applicatifin  fbf  of  the  money  nates  in  the  Atrican  natiim  of  Nigeria.  well  as  financially  —  we  must  be 

in  your  hame.  Imnestly  pray  that  "Payment  of  taxes,  bribes  to  govern-  to  do  die  researdi  and  ask  die  hai 


thfs  money  when  it  get  to  your  hand  will 
be  used  for  the  said  puiy>ose,So  if  you 
know  that  you  will  use  this  fund  honestly 
for  things  that  will  glorify  God's  name 


nates  in  the  Ahncan  nancm  ot  Nigeria.  well  as  hnanaaily  —  we  must  be  willing 
"Payment  of  taxes,  bribes  to  govern-  to  do  die  researdi  and  ask  die  hard  ques- 
ment  offidals,  and  legal  fees  are  often  tions  to  be  sure  the  cause  is  Ic^timate. 
described  in  great  detail  with  the  Don't  waste  your  money.  Don't  waste 
promise  that  all  expenses  will  be  reim-  the  Lord's  money.  Don't  respond  to  these 
Pursed  as  soon  as  the  funds  are  spirited  scams.  Do  the  right  diing. 


MM  BmoM  AiMtory  CommitiM: 

Mack  AmU,  McComb 
Um«  Bswley,  Ciyitsl  Springi 
Al  Crssn  K.>  Bay  St  Loub 
Rkk  Hanton,  Brandon 
Bavarty  Pyron,  Nalchaz 
BUly  Waacim.  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  sacralary 


Ken  Hall  tapped  for  MBCB  Discipleship/Family  Ministry 


Sand  chaMH  of  addpaas  to:  Iht 
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By  William  H.  Perkins  )r. 

Editor 

Kenneth  L.  (Ken)  Hall, 
associate  pastor  and  minister 
of  music  at  Brownsville 
Church  in  Brownsville,  Tn., 
has  been  ^proved  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Bwtist 

Convennon  Board  (MBCd)  to 
serve  as  consultant  for  stu¬ 
dent  discipleship  and  student 
coordinator  in  the  board's 
Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  D^artment. 

Hall  has  an  extensive  back¬ 
ground  in  music  and  student 
work  at  Mississippi  Baptist 
churches,  having  served  in 
Columbus,  Yazoo  City,  Slate 
Springs,  and  Water  Valley. 

"Hm  work  in  student  min¬ 
istry  has  been  especially 
impressive,"  said  Marcus 
Peagler,  MBCB  discipleship 
and  family  ministry  diiector. 
"Throu^  academic  prepara¬ 
tion,  mmistry  experience,  spir¬ 
itual  gifts,  and  personal  com- 


Tm  BArnsTRacoRD 


mitment,  Ken  is  uniquely  qual¬ 
ified  to  render  significant  ser¬ 
vice  to  Mississipm  Baptists." 

Hall,  a  native  of  Bluff, 
Ar.,  holds  a  Master  of 


Religious  Education 
degree  (1982)  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Ft.  Worth,  and  a  Bachelor 
of  Recreation  Leadership 
degree  (1980)  from  the 
UmversiW  of  Mississippi 
in  OxforcT 

In  addition  to  his  posi¬ 
tion  in  Brownsville,  Tn.,  he 
has  been  minister  to  stu¬ 
dents  at  First  Church, 
Columbus  (1989-2001), 
where  he  was  ordained  to 
die  Gospel  ministry;  minis¬ 
ter  of  youdi  and  activities 
at  First  Church,  Yazoo  City 
(1983-1989);  minister  of 
music  ‘  and  youth  at 
Riverside  Church  in 
Stephensville,  Texas  (1980- 
82);  minister  of  music  and 
youth  at  Bethany  Church, 
Slate  Springs  (1979-80); 
—  and  interim  minister  of 
music  and  youth  at  First 
Qiurch,  Water  Valley  (1978). 

While  in  Columbus,  he 
served  as  pastor  advisor  for 
the  Baptist  Student  Union  at 


Mississippi  University  for 
Women  and  as  Old /New 
Testament  instructor  at 
Heritajge  Academy. 

He  »  married  to  the  former 
)erri  Sue  Clower  of  Yazoo 
City.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children:  Payne,  age  17, 
and  Mary  Paige,  age  13. 

"We  are  indeed  excited  about 
Ken  Hall  servmg  through  MBCB. 
Ken's  education  and  past  min¬ 
istry  service  are  strengms  rdated 
to  our  present  ministry  needs.. 

"Km  will  be  on  bom  October 
1,"  Pea^er  said. 

"My  family  and  I  are  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  coming  back 
home  to  Mississippi,’'  Hall 
said.  "I  consider  it  an  honor  to 
be  asked  to  serve  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  and  am  excited  aoout 
serving  Mississippi  Baptists." 

Hall  can  be  contacts  after 
October  1  at  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3286,  or 
toll-tree  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651,  ext.  286.  E-mail: 
khall9mbcb.org. 
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Baptist  churches  spend  summer  in  Mexico 

M _ «  _  .  _ _ 
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RAIN  CO  AWAY  —  Members  df  the  mMon  leim  to  Mexko  orgeniaed  by  Calvary  QimcK 
Ruchman,  brave  heavy  rains  to  conduct  a  Vacation  Bible  School  session  during  the  mission  trip.  The 
2007  mission  trip  drew  volunteers  from  20  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  and  three  churches  from  oiier 
deiKminations.  (Special  photo) 


ITSnd  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
October  30-31  —  First  Churdv  Jadcson 


Is  or  doiMc  pornight  4  ta( 

StsBst  I4B  to  High  Stnst  Exit  964 


In  a  historic  vote,  trustees  of  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  approve  recommending  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  of  the  SBC  to  the  denomination  as  the  new  name 
of  the  106-year-old  agency. 


Attempts  by  conservatives  to  dismiss  N.  Larry  Baker  as  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Christian  Life  Comnuasion  fail  on  a  15-15  vole,  joe  Atdusan, 
director  of  missions  for  Benton  Association,  Rogers,  Ar.,  makes  the  nnotion 
to  dismias  Baker  immediately. 


Forest  ChurcK  Forest,  baptizes  55  people  at  the  closing  night  of  their 
revivaL  The  revival  was  led  by  Cliff  Braiuion  and  temily,  Longvim,  Ibx. ) 
Brantley,  pastor. 


The  Baptist  Record 


You  Can  Rbspond 
Right  Now! 

Simpiy  shore  the  following  prayer 
wim  God  in  your  own  uxons; 

1.  Loni  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  ammedL) 

2.  I  want  fimmveness  for  my 
sins  and  freecKxn  from  eternal 
death.  (7  repemt,) 

3. 1  believe  jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  aiKi  to  restore  my  rria- 
tionship  with  you. 

QhaUeoeim  Jeama.) 

4.  ^  fahh.  I  invite  lesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relatkmship  «eith  Him.  (I 
receive  Ouiat  ms  nty  SavUn 
amd  Lord.) 

“But  as  Ptany  as  receaxd  him, 
to  them  hegaoeoie  ri^ht  to  become 
cUldten  cfbod,  eoen  to  those  who 
bebeoe  in  Ms  name.'*  (John  1:12) 

If  you  moke  o  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


OscabtmeCat 

If  you  have  missed  seeing, 
meeting,  or  readirw  hbout  Oscar 
the  Cat  over  tire  past  few 
months;  you  imist  have  been  on 
a  trip  to  another  planet  This 
famous  feline  has  been  all  over 
the  news.  Bless  his  heart  Oscar 
has  gotten  nnote  ooverage  than 
the  mirtrehaviire  mob  from 
Hollywood  —  Undsay,  Paris, 
Niocile  and  the  list  ooes  on  with 
their  treadline-catoning  antics. 
Oscarpushedthemotforehead- 
IkreSk  and  at  least  for  a  while  he 
got  more  commentary  and 
attention  than  any  of  them  did.  I 
know  that  has  to  be  disoourag- 
ing  to  have  hig^  paid  PR  peo¬ 
ple  wantins  to  g^ind  out  infor¬ 
mation  to  Keep  you  front  and 
center  as  a  conversation  piece 
and  have  a  cat  push  you  aside. 

Oscar  is  not  just  an  ordinary 
cat  This  cat  is  the  one  that  over 
dre  last  couple  of  years  has 
beconre  the  four-legged, 
breadung,  meowins  monn  or  of 
dead)  at  a  nursing  tiome.  They 
say  that  over  two  dozens  tiirres 
Oscar  has  walked  along  in  dre 
halls  of  dre  nursing  hoiire, 
stopped  at  a  room,  gorre  iiv  and 
made  himself  at  home.  Within  a 


4 


nJirecti^ns 


Jim  Futnd,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


few  hours,  the  patient  would 
expire.  What  he  was  doing  was 
so  shocking  and  actually  anuz- 
ing  that  OScsr  was  written  up 
in  some  medical  foumals. 

Now,  the  doctors  who  have 
been  watching  this  phenome¬ 
non  take  pli^  really  do  not 
know  what  is  going  on  and 
how  Oscar  kiwws  that  death  b 
at  the  door.  Some  have  said  that 
because  of  a  cat's  sensitivity  to 
human  luiture  that  Oscar  may 
notice  the  difference  in  the 
denreanor  or  attention  given  by 
the  stafr  to  dre  patient  Others 
discount  that  arid  think  possi¬ 
bly  a  cat's  hearing  is  so  keen 
that  he  can  detect  a  difference 
in  the  body's  process  md  that 
death  is  occurring.  Still  others 
have  speculated  diat  a  cat's 
sense  of  smell  is  so  sensitive 


that  he  picks  up  on  the  change 
that  occurs  in  a  body  as  it  is 
gradually  fruling. 

It  is  hard  to  understarKl 
because  the  doctors  who  are 
attending  these  death  mpen- 
ences  say  that  his  predictions 
are  a  lot  better  dren  theirs.  While 
Oscar  has  become  a  star  in  the 
rre«vs  and  everybody  across  dre 
nation  has  been  hearing  about 
him  and  woiylering  about  his 
unique  ^xlities,  one  thing  is 
probably  assured  and  that  is  the 
rolks  at  dre  nursing  home  must 
stay  on  alert  as  to  when  and 
where  Oscar  apes  to  take  a  nap. 

Now  wl^  Oscar  has 
received  a  lot  of  attention 
because  of  his  special  prophetic 
gifts,  the  realiw  is  that  eve^  one 
of  us  live  within  a  limited  cap¬ 
sule  called  life.  The  Scripture 


says,  “It  is  appointed  unto  man 
once  to  die*  (Hebrews  9*.27a). 
Regardless  of  whether  you  ever 
see  or  know  Oscai;  you  need  to 
be  prepared  and  the  time  to  get 
ready  is  right  now.  God  has 
made  all  of  the  provisions  for  us 
to  have  life  now  and  life  ever¬ 
lasting  in  His  Son,  lesus  Christ. 
Today  can  be  the  day  duit  you 
come  to  know  Him  if  you  repent 
of  your  sins  and  trust  Him. 
Today  you  can  begin  to  live  in 
the  peace  of  God  lowing  that 
if  dus  were  your  last  day  Irere, 
there  is  an  eternal  day  that 
awaits  you  with  the  Lord  in 
glory.  You  can  live  in  joy  know¬ 
ing  diat  He  will  never  Irave  you 
or  forsake  ycxi.  You  can  live 
widi  the  buoyancy  of  hope  fill¬ 
ing  your  heart  knowing  duit  in 
the  Lord  every  day  forevermore 
is  going  to  bebetter. 

M  regardless  of  what 
Brodrer  Oscar  is  doing  today, 
you  do  not  have  to  worry  about 
his  whereabouts.  You  do  not 
have  to  keep  an  eye  (m  Oscar, 
but  rather  keep  your  eyes 
focused  on  Jesus. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  — 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutrMhfnbdb.org. 


Visit  the  Baptist  Record 
online  at  zmoio.mbcb.org. 


1.  Macedonia  Church,  Lee 
County,  recently  called 
Uerry  Faulkner  as  pastor  He 
comes  from  dre  Lai^  View 
Community,  Pontotoc 


2.  Brandi  Church,  Moiton, 
called  lunolhy  “Bd>o“ 
Fhillipson  as  paAu  Aug.  19. 
Shown  are  FnUipson,  Logrei 
Fhilltoson,  Brady  FhiDipsoiV 
andstade  HdHipaon. 


Sundity  Oct  21  thru  Wednesday  Oct  24, 2007 
10:20am  A  O.OOpm  Sun  •  7O0|im  Mon  -  Wed 

FBC  Ocean  Springs 

Mike  Barnett.  Pastor  •  228-875-4532 
602  Washington  Ave  •  Ocean  Springs,  MS  39475 
www.fbcos.org 


flkuMhty  KhJOem  9t  6K)0piii  •  Emir  Canar 
Dean,  The  College  at  Southwestern  •  Former  Muslim 

Monday  7KX)pm  •  Junior  Hill 
Evangelist,  HartseBe,  Alabama 

TUcaday  ItfJOpm  •  Johnny  Hunt 

Pretor,  First  Baptist  Church,  Woodstock,  Georgia 

Widnaaday  7KX)pm  •  John  Arant 

^^oe  President  of  Evangelisation 

North  Americtn  Misdon  Bored,  Southern  Bqitist  Convenfioa 

All  sarvica  edi  ba  broadcast  kva  on 

WSOM  103.1  Ooaan  Springs 


S|:-  i.i'  Mw-  •  Si  ptn  Sun  &  --  sO|hii  M  W  1 


Phil  Willis  •  Sons  of  the  Bither  •  John  Yates 


-  •'  « I  a .  i 
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1  of  IVniriiioael  Audio,  Video,  A. 
Rooui.  School 
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Wbmen's  Cooference 

NEW  HnOON  lArnSTCHUKH 
SATURDAY.  «/»« 
atjomhujppm 


M»k  Bnogehst  •  Baicm  Roi^  Loonana 

ChHdrcnY  MIonNp  Service 

StfMlaytfiruWedhtsday  -UhdvIheM^ctfon  of 

JoKn  4  Pc(tV 


RO.  Boa  1S7S  Fh  601-923-9947 
OlRtoa.  MS  39060  Rn  601-924-2880 


MMiL  Mmmt  IMMIm;  he  •  P  0  Bat  1326  •  Rwodan  ULSeSOI 
Phona:  (BOO  or  251)  653-0652  •  wwwjamaammar.oom 


VXAiat  I  tel  you  In  the  darttness.  speak  in  the  light  and 


ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


September  20,  2007  Houtelopf  is  a  Baptift  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Program  Personalities 


Mississippi  Baptist 

STATE  LITERACY 
MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE 


DONNA  AMSwrortm 

Magee.  Miss 

Retired  School  Librarian 

and  Tratr)er  for  Book  Systems,  Inc 

KARY  BARTH 

McKinney.  Texas 
Regional  Manager 
Kapco  Book  Protection 


36th  ^nual 

Church  Library 
Ministry  Conference 

October  5-6,  2007 
First  Baptist  Church 
Brockhaven,  Miss. 


October  4, 1  p  jn.  •  October  6, 1  pan 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 


Denham  Springs.  La 
Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
Hebron  Baptist  Church 


•  Basic  Aduli  Reading  and  Writing 

(Begins  at  1  p.m.  on  Thursday) 

•  Basic  English  as  a  Second  Language 

(Begins  at  1  p.m.  on  Thursday) 

•  Tutoring  Children  and  Youth 

(Begins  at  1  p.m.  on  Thursday) 

Experienced  English  as  a  Second  Language 

(Begins  Friday  at  10  a.m.) 

•  Chronological  Bible  Storying 

(Begins  Friday  at  10  a.m.) 


N^hitoches,  La. 

Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
First  ^tist  Church 


CNURCH  LIBRARY  MINISTRY 


Corinth.  Miss 

Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
First  Baptist  Church 

CHMYLSWAIN 

Madison.  Miss 
Library  Assistant 
First  ^tist  Church 

PIOOYTACON 

Motxle.  Aia 

Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
Dauphin  Way  Baptist  Church 

MARTY  WOODAU 

Deatsville.  A/a 

Library  Ministry  Team  Leader 
Shoal  Creek  Baptist  Church 


SPECIAL  GUEST:  Dinner  Speaker 

Lori  Copokmd.  began  her  writing  career  in  1 982, 

wntirig  for  the  secular  book  market.  After  several 

1L  years  of  writing,  Lori  sensed  that  God 

B  was  calling  her  to  use  her  gift  of  writ- 
■  ing  to  honor  Him.  To  date,  she  has 
more  than  95  bcx)ks  published. 

Learn  more  about  our  author  ‘ 
from  her  Web  site: 
www.loricopeland.com. 


DEADLINE  FOR  REGISTRATION:  September  26, 2007 

Register  at  www.mbcb.org 

For  more  information,  contact  Paula  Smith  at  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651 ,  ext.  336,  or  E-mail:  psmith@mbcb.org 


For  more  info,  contact  Judy  Chen,  Communication 
Services,  1-800-748-1651,  601-292-3378,  or 
jchen®mbcb.org 


2008  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  ALL-STATE  YOUTH  CHOIR  AND  ORCHESTRA 

Audition  Dates  (in  2007  for  2008  CHOIR  -  Open  to  9th-12th  Oradors) 


Saturday,  Oetobar  20 

William  Carey  University, 

Hattiesburg 

10  a.m.  •  2  p.m. 


Sunday^  taptambar  30 

Hernando  BC,  Hernando 
2  -  4  p.m. 


State  Youth, 


Baptist  Building,  Jackson 
10  a.m.  -  2  p^m. 


Ttoaaday^  Oetobar  9 

FBC,  Winona 
4  -  7  p.m. 


Immanuel  BC,  Natchez 
2  •  4  p.m. 


Grace  Memorial  BC,  Gulfport 
2  -  4  p.m. 

Sponsored  by  the  Church  Music 
Department,  MBCB.  For  more 
information,  call  1-800-748-1651, 
ext.  266,  cwtaylorSmbcb.org,  or 
visit  www.mbcb.org  for  registration 
form  and  audition  preparation  info. 


Tburaday^  Oetobar  1 1 

Fairview  BC,  Columbus 
4  -  8  p.m. 


FBC,  Summit 
4  -  7  p.m. 


FBC.  Meridian 

10.a.ncL  -  2p.m 


North  Oxford  BC.  (Dxford 

lO.Am.r.Z  pm. . 


[ 


YOUTH  MIN 

RETREAT 


CaiCir 

‘Keyvoa 


tsts ... 


FALL  ACCOMPANIST 
CONFERENCE 


Saturday;  October  27,  2007 
Brandon  Baptist  Church 
100  Brandon  Baptist  Dr., 
Brandon,  MS 


Registration:  8:30  -  9  a.m. 
Classes  9  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 
Cost:  $20 

Registration  Deadline  10/23 


Lunch  will  be  provided. 


Combined  classes  for  piano,  organ  and 
electronic  keyboard  covering  th^  topics: 
How  to  read  a  chord  chart 
Playing  from  lead  sheets 
Hymn  improvisations 
Modulations  and  transitions 
Using  dieory  to  play  by  ear 


and  more ... 


Oct  S 


if! 


For  mothers  and  tH6r  GA  daughters 

(grades  l-6)tDSharetheexciterTieritofrTilssi^ 

Activities  include  worship,  campfire,  crafts,  recreation 
and  a  missionary  visit.  Overnight  begins  at  5  p.m. 
on  Friday  and  ends  at  2  p.m.  on  Saturday. 


For  more  info:  wMu  60 1  -292-33 1 6.  1  -800-748-165 1 
or  lhatchembcb.orq 


m 


\ 


For  info:  Y/yndy  South,  Keyboard  Contract  Consultant, 
Church  Musk  Department,  601-292-3372 
or  E-mail  rvsouthOmbch.org 


Sjinakcr 
Ttioilias  Stroiiy 
NOBIS 


Si  [uoiii  ln‘i  '  U  ’  (Mil 


uou 

c-ofvv?  I 


Ministers' 

Mates 

Luncheon  and 
Conference 


Rita  Sweatt 

Uutk: 


Monc 


UinchD 

Confcfcn 


Enjoy  the  1SW8E 
spouses  alorjgiwmr 
Followingf1uh( 
Wives  Conferencn 
with  special  s^eat 
Pre-resefvali« 
Lunch  and  Regisp 


For  nrKxe  infoiww 
Kathy  Bums  (irtMi: 
conference,  cDnia 
Kay  McDonneW>|W 


i 


2008  BAPTIST 
DOCTRINE 
STUDY 


T' 
•  ■? 


issl  I  S  I  \(  |\(.  l*\s|()Us 
i\  I  III  2isi  ( I  \  n  in 


A  presentation  and  dialogue  sponsored  by 

•  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Dept.  (MBCB) 

•  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

•  Our  Three  Mississippi  Baptist  Colleges 


October  1  -  Blve  Mottstaln  College 
October  22  -  William  Carey  Univerilty 
October  23  -  MiMittippi  College 
Time  (all  locations):  9  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 


Lunch  provided  by  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department 
Register  by  contacting  Kay  McDonnell  at  601-292-3305, 

Fax  601-714-7426 
or  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org. 


tom 

DmJo^mfTtmAdBhS  C&wdUf 


*  FAITH  Update 


Sonday,  October  29,  2007 
)  CAMPGARAYWA 
nchsrl  1 :30  a.m.  -  1 :00  p.m. 
esmce:  1 :30  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 


‘isrfvtet  fellowship  of  pastors’  wives  arxJ  other  ministers' 
irgtwrpTi  good  food  while  listening  to  EverPraise. 
gfluhpi  in  the  Garaywa  Dining  Hall,  the  Ministers' 
ferrrteegins  at  1  ;30  p.m.  in  the  Garaywa  Auditorium 
90eak|er,  Rita  Sweatt. 

vaiOBvfbr  lunch  are  required.  Cost;  $7  per  person, 
^eqiswbon  Deadline:  Monday.  Oaober  22 

fenteioDn  about  lunch,  contact  wMu  Department 
(lrtMlitls®mbcb.org  or  601-292-3324)  or  about  the 
cDf^lct  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department 
TertltecdonrielieTTibcb.org  or  601-292-3305) 


UMeRock, 

Arkansas 

0«L17-» 


Fdrmora 

Inlormation 

vWt 

www.vimnu.oom. 


UfeWay  Church 
Resources 

*  Sharo  Jqmub 
Wiihaui  pQar 


DisciplesNp  and  Family 
Ministry  D^..  MBCB 


Discipleship  and  Family 
Ministry  Dept.,  MBCB 

•  Ono^Wm-I 

RJ.  ScpC^  Pastor  Emeritus 
FBC  Olive  Branch 

MiNcary  Baptist  Church 
SumraH 

•  GROW 


Sunday  School  Department 
MBCB 


Oeugned  tor  Pantorv 
Mrwaprs  of  Educauon. 
Sunday  School  Dirertorv 
Outreach  Oaecwrv 
Drtciplefhip  liaamrj 
Direciort.  MMiorH 
Lesadcr^.  and  anyonr 
imerctted  m  leamng 


looh 


Time  arMi 
Place 

6:30-8:30  p.m. 

(time  for  tero 
workshops) 

October  8 

Crossgates  BC 
Brandon 

October  9 

FBC.  Pontotoc 

October  11 

FBC,  Summit 


For  more  mtormation,  cuncact  rhe  \uno^  ichooi 
Dapanmant  at  I••00'74•-I6SI.  era  291,  or  m  iacksor 
at  601-292-3791,  or  E-fnad  eda^^tnoefa  org 


shall  supffl^ 
accor^in^  to  Hits  riches  in 
Jesus' 


alL  ^our  neec 
Qlory  hi/  Christ 
'ThiLiffffians  4:/9 


III  SMR  ColMC  sum 
ConlNnce.  lilgnta  K. 
KMnrv  pom. 

12)  lioUnijWIttcartfmnce 


M I  sale  umcy  Mnma  Cm 

12)  Mte  Knie  of  Wlanls. 
AMa  k  a  li|M  cai^ui  n*MR 

UniMnl^  qImBl  FMinn- 
IM»  lioonaWiW  VI  ipQlogrto 
conawe.  mviwaaooa 
lopona  Ion  ne  audra  and 
Mr  ab%  to  fotow  up  on  did- 
donmMng. 


youth  Sunday  Sehoot  “dead  Of 

sTUDCirr  vimsm  EdWTAats  and  traihuia 

NOIi>AY.  OCTOBER  1.  2007 
NCLEURUI  HfilOHTS  8C  PEARL.  6  PJL  SUPPER 

PJL  SS  ROUNDTABLE  DISCUSSlOH 
6  PiC.  BREAKOUT  SESSIONS 


tdU  JLa^  {o^..  September  21-  October  4,  2007 

Prayer  rUnirtn  Oik*  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 
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A. 


YOUR  YOUTH  SS 


A  YOUTH  SS  •  STRBK 
DSVELOPWE  YOUTH  SS 


HOBTS 

YOUTH  STRATEIIST 
it  AT  ISHBC 


mti  MULLML  STUDBIT 


|l  -  I  I  >  'K  I  I II  I\U  i  )KI ) 


•  \Jd^H^M*  ^W^H  IdKlR^RMl 


1.  Rc^  and  Dorotlw  Geblon  Gulf  Shores,  Ala.,  Aug.  2-5. 
were  honored  and  presented  Shown  are  the  participants, 
a  plaque  Iw  Rnl  CStyedi, 

LeidiigtaM  Sept  9,  for  their  3.  Houston  Road  Church, 
service  to  the  church.  Roy  Laurel,  is  hosting 

Geblon  served  as  Sunday  Judgment  Day  2007,  a 

School  general  secretary  for  Hurricane  Katnna  re-ei\act- 

over  40  years,  aiMi  Dorothy  ment  that  brings  to  life  the 

Gelston  serv^  as  church  reality  of  heaven  and  hell 

derk  for  over  40  years,  arKi  Oct.  6:30-10  p.m.;  Oct. 

served  a  number  of  years  as  27,  2-10  p.m.;  Od.  28,  3-9 

church  treasurer.  Shown  are  p.m.;  aikl  Oct.  31,  6:3i0-10 

Sammy  Mass^,  Eforothy  p.m.  Group  reservations  at 

Gebloiv  Geblon,  aiKl  l601)  649-4349  or  email 
pastor  Wes  Dormer.  hrbc#bel  lsouth.net. 

CoiKessions  and  t-shirts 

2.  The  youth  from  First  available  for  purchase. 

Chur^  Glendale,  Hatties¬ 
burg  participate  in  a  4.  East  Morton  Church, 
bac^to-schooi  retreat  in  Morton,  will  host  the  30 


year  reunion  and 
gospel  sirrgmg  of  The 
Sons  <M  Faith 
Quartet.  Services 
S^.  29,  6:30  p.m. 

5.  High  HUl  Church, 
Neshoba  Counte,  will 
host  Gcxxl  H20  of 
Ma^  in  (xmoert  Si^. 

30, 6  pm  A  love  od^ 
irrg  will  be  received. 

6.  Strong  Hope  Church, 
Wesson,  will  host 
Hunt  for  the  Crowrr,  a 
Christian  outdoors 
festival.  Sept.  29. 
Contests,  including 
sheet  shootii^ 
archery,  casting,  TO 

range,  and  obsta- 
de  course,  2-5  p.m.; 
food  fellowship,  5 

p.m.;  worship  service _ 

with  Jem  Gillis,  7  p.m.; 
for  information,  call  (601) 
894-4693  or  479-7087;  bring 
own  eouipment,  including 
ammo,  tor  contests. 

7.  First  Church,  Mamiolia,  will 
recognize  Elizabeth  (Lib) 
Bankston  Gutter  Schilling  at 
a  reception  commemoratang 
her  obth  year  as  church 
organist  Se^.  23, 7  p.m. 

8.  First  Church,  PelaL  will  hold 
a  dedkatkm  oele^tion  of 
their  new  facility  Sept.  23, 


2.  Gulf  Shores  Vouth  Retreat, 

First  Church,  Glendale 

with  open  hcxise  at  10  a.m. 
and  service  at  10:45  a.m. 

9.  Hebron  Church,  Jones 
County,  will  host  Legacy 
of  Faith  and  Ann  Downing 
in  concert  Sept.  23,  6  p.m. 
A  love  offering  wilt  be 
taken.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  (601)  722-4492 

10.  Bethel  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  held  a  balw  dedi¬ 
cation  July  29,  Jeff  Davis, 
pastor. 


Bibliocipher 

By  ChiHes  Min,  t932  ■  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

ZPX  BC  VZKX  EPJH  BCI, 
XZENBJCI,  jBT  YZKJB  BZJB 
UZXC  JBCC  OBHQC  NH 
KP  sezee,  ZPX  AC 
OBHQC  HY  JBT  SQZNEC. 
UZIR  YKFC:  JBKIJT-YHEI 
Clue:  X  *  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puz/le.  So/ve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Luke  Tw^ve:  Two 


A  lot  of  companies  know  insurance. 
Only  one  also  knows  the  ministry. 

Now  you  can  got  covoragt  from  somoono  vyho  spooks  yoor  langiiaoo. 


GukkStone  health  plans  give  you  the  coverage  you  need  at  the  premiums 
you  can  afford.  In  addition  to  no-deductible  and  low-deduaible  plans,  we 
offer  high-deductible  options  with: 

]ft|  lower  monthly  premiums 

Jft(  copays  for  doctor  visits 

jfti  adult  and  child  wellness  coverage  included  in  all  plans 

Jft(  100%  coverage  after  you  reach  your  out-of-pocket  maximum 

GuideSione  also  gives  you  an  impoftant  advantage.  Our  expeits  understand 
the  specdk  needs  of  ministiy  (Mofessionab  and  can  help  you  find  the  right 
plan  for  your  spedhe  situation. 

CMI 1-888-9MIJ1DE  (l-86S4S4-84»)  to  apeak  to  n  Costoaier 
MdaShms  spudnlist  os  visk  smwiGMkftsSlO(MAssMreMios.of^gJ^wagsfoSr 
lor  a  FREE  oaHne  fsie  qaole. 

SomSuw  BmtitI  uiwirert.  ohureh  tuH  and  danominUtonai  amployaat  art  aligbit  to  apply  for  covoragt  through 
Undtruritng  it  rtgiiirad. 
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and  OMiaic  1 30  p  jil;  all  friands  md  former  paators  invited;  bring 
piclum  or  otfwr  mcmonbUia. 

BvnkOT  HIU  Gkvrdi,  Colvabia:  Revival  Sapt  SO-OcL  9; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p  jn.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Jerry  Mixon,  epeak- 
er;  llin  Morrisoa  musk. 

Damaacna  Church,  Hazlehurat:  Hoaaecomiug,  Sept  29; 
Sunday  SdKX>L  9*30  a.m.;  worthip,  10:30  a.m.,  fcrflowed  6y  cov¬ 
ered  diflh  luncheon  and  fellowsrap;  James  McLemore,  speaker; 
Randy  I^vis,  pastor. 

Fhat  Church,  Chkon:  Homecoiniiig  and  revival  honwco— • 


Fredonia  Church,  New  Albany:  Homecoming,  90;  ser¬ 
vices,  10  a.m.,  followed  by  coverw  dish  lundt  and  fellowship; 
afternoon  music,  1:30  p.m.;  James  Towery,  speaker;  Chns 
Aldridge,  pastor. 

Hope  Church,  Nedioba  County:  Homecoming,  Sept  29;  ser¬ 
vices,  10:30  a.m.  followed  by  lundt;  Jerry  Jones,  speaker;  Reuben 
and  Faye  Moore,  music;  Dennis  EXivall,  pastor. 

l.anie  Church,  Perkinston:  Revival,  S<^  29-27;  Sun.,  11  a.m.; 
Mon.-TTiurs.,  7  p.m.;  Don  Saveli,  speaker;  Bumice  Havard,  pastor. 


Rawls  Springs  Church,  Hattiesburg:  Revival,  Sept  30-Oct 
3;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  meal  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Valton  EX>ugla8,  speaMr;  Ken  Hed^peth,  music;  J(^ 
Codirell,  pastor. 


Sandy  Hook  Church,  Marion  County:  Revival  Sept  90-Oct 
9;  Don  Taylor,  speaker;  Ardtie  Rawls,  music;  Don  Taylor,  pastor. 
For  more  information,  call  (601)  736-0045. 

Sunrise  Churdi,  CarthaM:  Homecoming,  Sept  29;  worship, 
11  ajn.,  followed  by  lund\;  John  Sanders,  speaker;  Tony  Kinton, 
musk;  David  Addy,  pastor. 

Weir  Church,  Wein  Homecoming,  Sept  90;  worship,  10:30 
a.m.,  followed  Ity  covered  dish  meal  and  afternoon  singing;  Roy 
Hawkins,  speakn;  One  Way  Quartet,  musk;  Jim  Pender,  pastor. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


3.  Choirs  of  ffnH  Church,  Bvram.  First  Church,  Crvsial  SoriMs.  and  Hnl  Church  Haalchurst 


FK  OlOH  M  snONC  a  part-tinu  rctumcOhiokoryridgebaptltt.org. 

rmalc  dlraclQr  to  iiWruct  cholri  and  rj] _ ] _ | _ ' 
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fubroH  rawmet  to  M.  Vance,  129  N. 


1.  laksaidf  Church,  Hatties- 
bsuj^  ordained  James 
Speaia^  Jc,  as  deacon  July 
15.  Spmus  and  his  wife 
KatMean  are  shown  first 
and  second  ftom  rig^t. 


2.  Ouk  Grave  Church,  Shu- 
badi^  oeiebraSed  their  home¬ 
coming  Aug.  19  with  the 
dedkamon  «  their  new  fel¬ 
lowship  hall.  Shown  are 
Chtyton  Hoiifield,  Russell 
Sirint  Mary  Jenldns,  Donnie 
Ivy,  Gary  Heuiv  and  pastor 
Terry  Iiby. 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

HaikUing  Success  SiKXXSsfully 


DanM  4:1-S7  (Focd 


AlktSaMi 


Pride  k  veering  its  ugly  heed. 
C.  &  Lewk^  in  "Mere 
Chrietienite"lBnMi»ide,or8etf- 
oonoeit  ee  *’Sie  met  ain."  It  is  the 
very  ocpoeite  of  humility.  Lewis 
says^  *1^16  leede  to  ev^  other 
vice:  it  is  the  oomplele  entKIod 
state  of  mind,  tf  we  really  get  in 
touch  with  God  we  will  w  num- 
bfe  —  deUg^iledly  humble. 
will  get  rid  of  Sie  tahe  salt  with 
all  its 'Look  at  me' and  aU  its  poa- 
iiw  aiKl  posturing.  If  you  meet  a 
tndy  humble  man  you  will  twtioe 
that  he  is  not  thinkmg  about  him¬ 
self  at  all  The  first  ste  is  to  real- 
i»  you  are  proud.  If  you  think 
you  are  not  oonoeited,  it  means 
you  are  very  conceited  indeed.  It 
wae  through  Pride  that  the  devil 
became  the  devil:  Pride  leads  to 
every  other  vice  (or  sinX" 


4a4-B,2S^ 


As  we  explore  this 
study  of  prideful 
Nebuchadnesiac  let  us 
see  ourselvee  in  the 
harsh  U^t  of  God's  reality. 

Tb  quote  a  famous  preachei; 
Dr.  H.A.  Ironside,  "In  this  stir- 
ring  chapter;  written  by 
Neouchadneuar  himself,  we 
have  a  very  interestiirg  account 
of  fire  means  God  used  to  bring 
this  hau^ty  king  to  the  eivl  m 
hinwelt  aitd  lead  him  to  abase 
himself  before  the  Mafesty  in 
the  heavens."  God  speaks  to 
Nebuchadiwzzar  a  fiurd  time 
through  yet  another  dream. 
You  will  recall  that  the  first  two 
dreams  impacted  him  but  did 
not  humble  him.  Th^  did  not 
penetrate  his  extremely  inflated 


penetrate  his  extremely  inflated 
oelief  in  his  own  magnificence. 

In  his  dream,  he  recounts  that 
a  great  tree  grew  strong  and 


reached  to  heaveru  h 
was  wonderful  and 
psovidad  food  for  all 
and  shelter  to  the  birds 
of  the  air  and  aB  flesh 
was  fad  horn  it  Then  a 
'lioly  one"  came  down 
from  heaven  and  com- 
ananded  that  the  tree  be 
destroyed  excqpt  for 
^  the  ahnnp  of  its  roots  in 
file  earth.  And  fiien  in 
ChiM  i  verses  15-17  (HCSBX 
he  foretells  that  "he  would  be 
drenched  with  dew  fiom  the 
ricy  and  share  the  plants  of  the 
earth  with  the  aninuls^  and  he 
would  be  given  the  mind  of  an 
animal  for  seven  periods  of 
time.  So  that  the  hviiw  will 
know  that  the  Most  F^gh  is 
niler  over  the  kingdom  of  men  " 
Daniel,  stunned,  carefully 
phrases  his  interpretation  of  the 
dream  to  Nebuchadnezzar  in 
verses  19-27.  He  tells  the  king 
that  the  tree  symboliaes  him. 
That  he  is  great  and  encompass¬ 
ing  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  but 
file  sentence  of  the  Most  High 
has  been  levied  against  the  king. 
Great  Nebuchadnezzar  will  w 


driven  away  fiom  the  people 
«id  he  wiB  live  with  the^ 
■nimsii  for  a  period  of  time 
until  he  adaMvdsdges  that  the 
Moat  High  to  nder  over  aB  and 
can  give  control  and  power  to 
whoasever  He  chooees.  HeteBs 
Nebuchadnezzar  that  when  he 


;  exaK,  and  gloiify  the 
of  heaven,  because  His 


vrifl  be  sestaesd.  He  advises  the 

KKiK  wj  SKMraK  miBBv  omi 
te  Sira  by  doi^  what  to  ri|^ 
fiom  his  mhntioe^  by  showing 
mercy  to  die  needs  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  so  that  there  may  be  an 
extension  of  his  prosperity." 

Nebudiadnezzar  dia  not 
heed  fills  advice  and  one  year 
lalez  while  basking  in  his  own 
|ioi^  and  accompliahments, 
God  implements  his  penalty  for 
his  pride  and  conceit  At  the  end 
of  fliose  days  of  depravity,  as 
foretold,  his  mind  returned  to 
him  and  this  strutting  king,  now 
humbled,  looked  im  into 
Heaven  and  praised  the  Most 


ing  Him.  Read  verses 
be  aanazed  at  the  ren 


fins  pagan  kinfr  Verse  37  (HCSB) 
says;  'flow  I,  Nebuchsdbnezzai; 


just  And  He  to  able  to  humble 
diom  who  wall  fii  pride." 

Vie  see  this  world-ruler 
huanbled  before  the  people. 
And  it  to  fii  his  humility  diat  we 
see  this  once  conceited 
monarch  turning  to  God. 

Now,  we  must  examine  our 
hearts.  Proverbs  23:7(Kry) 
says,  "As  he  thinketh  in  his 
hestft  so  is  he."  It  is  only  in  our 
mivale  rriationship  wnh  God 
mat  we  bare  our  hearts  and 
souk,  asking  for  His  forgive¬ 
ness  for  this  sin  of  pr^. 

God  has  placed  an  instinctive 
knowledge  « right  and  wrong  in 
us.  Vie  have  a  soul  diat  oommu- 
nicales  ivith  our  Creator.  God 
desires  a  relationship  ivith  us.  He 
is  holy  and  righteous.  He  is 
Goocmess.  He  nates  evil.  Our 
response  to  our  Creator  is  faith  in 
Ifim  with  true  humility,  in  reoog- 
rution  of  our  total  unworfiiiness 
of  Ffis  Love.  He  is  all  there  is. 

Simfk  to  a  mmihrr  of  First 
Church,  lucksom. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Always  Trust  Quist 

Matthew  8:1-3,  23-27;  9:1-8 


L  When  yon  am  ail- 
K  (MalflMW  8:1-38 


By  Michael  Smith _ 

My  5-year-old  daughter 
monopolize^rayer  time  in  my 
houaoiold.  Sne  loves  to  pray 
and  is  always  prepa  red  to 
laundi  into  prayer.  On  most 
occasions  she  resorts  to  the 
golden  oldie:  "God  is  igreat, 
God  is  good;  let  us  thank  him 
for  our  food.  By  his  hand  we 
are  fM;  thank  you  Lord  for 
daily  bread."  Folks  who  have 
been  around  the  block  a  few 
times  would  refer  to  this  classic 
prayer  as  "returning  thanks." 
Irrmpective  of  the  occasion  for 
prayer;  my  daughter  always 
’'returns  thanks.  When  we 
pray  for  missionaries,  she 
’'returns  thanks."  When  we 
pray  for  the  sick,  she  "returns 
fiianks."  When  we  pray  for  our 
family  and  our  diurch,  she 
"returns  fiianks."  When  we 
pray  for  President  Bush,  we 
get  "God  is  great,  God  is  good; 


let  us  thank  him  for  our 
food.  By  his  hands  we 
are  fed;  thank  you  Lord  < 
for  daily  bread.^ 

Unbeknownst  to  my  daugh¬ 
ter,  when  she  "returns  thanks," 
she  encapsulates  the  founda¬ 
tional  truth  that  saturates  the 
pages  of  the  Bible  —  the  gocxl- 
ness  and  greatness  of  Goa.  The 
simple  words  of  this  sweet 
prayer  also  answers  the  auc¬ 
tion  posed  by  the  alarmed  dis¬ 
ciples  in  Matthew  8:27:  "What 
kind  of  man  is  this?"  The  disci¬ 
ples,  whose  stomachs  were 
still  churning  from  the  wild 
ride  on  the  raging  sea,  were 
amazed  at  Jesu^  ability  to  con¬ 
trol  the  normally  uncontrol¬ 
lable  weather.  They  were  left 
wondering  what  kmd  of  man 
could  speak  file  wild  winds 
and  sea  mto  submission.  What 
kind  of  person  is  Jesus?  This 
question  is  answei^  in  three 
mirac^  stories. 


What  kind  of  per¬ 
son  is  Jesus?  He  is  the 
kind  of  person  that 
you  can  trust  when 
you  are  fixed  with  ill¬ 
ness.  Jesus  was  not 
unfamiliar  with  lep- 
ilgi  rosy,  because  he,  more 
fiian  most  interacted 
with  those  stricken  with  the 
hig^y  contagious  and  dreaded 
disease.  Those  with  Imrosy 
were  treated  like  "lepers.'^They 
were  ostracized  aM  reviled. 
Lepers  knew  their  place  in  soci¬ 
ety  and  rarely  reached  out  of 
fiiw  pit  of  despw  for  a  helping 
hand.  This  particular  leper  did 
reach  out  for  a  helping  hand 
realizing  that  Jesus  could 
cleanse  nim  of  me  incurable 
skin  disease.  The  question  of 
Jesus'  ability  was  never  an 
issue  for  this  desperate  leper. 
The  leper's  only  uncertam^ 
was  Jesus'  compassionate  will¬ 
ingness  to  do  what  only  he 
could  do.  The  lepCT's  fnuitic 
question  was  met  with  a  tender 
reply:  'T  am  willing."  Beomse 
ofnts  goodness,  Jesus  was  will¬ 
ing  to  reach  out  to  the  outcast. 


Because  of  his  greatness,  Jesus 
was  able  to  deanse  the  le)^  of 
his  horrendous  disease. 


of  danger.  Because  of  his  great¬ 
ness,  Jesus  was  able  to  calm  the 
dangerous  ivinds  and  sea. 


2.  When 
(MaMhew  8 


B  you  are 
8:23-27) 


iu  danger 


What  kind  of  person  is  Jesus? 
He  is  the  kind  of  person  that 
you  can  trust  when  you  are  in  a 
dangerous  situation.  On  more 
than  one  oocatoon  Jesus'  dtoci- 
ples  were  in  a  boat,  in  a  storm, 
and  in  danger.  On  more  than 
one  occasion,  Jesus  delivered 
the  disciples  fiom  imminent 
danger  sm  impending  doom. 
JeM  had  the  pcNver  to  tame  the 
wild  wind  and  the  furious  sea. 
As  spectators  of  Jesus'  remark¬ 
able  ability  to  deownd  obedi¬ 
ence  from  the  obstinatt  weath¬ 
er;  the  dtodptes  were  dumb¬ 
founded.  Wim  wide-eye  amaze¬ 
ment  all  the  discipies  could  do 
was  to  ask:  "What  kind  of  man 
is  this?^  On  another  occasion, 
when  the  disciples  were  in  a 
boat  in  a  storm,  and  in  danger; 
they  answered  their  own  ques¬ 
tion  when  they  declared:  "Thily 
you  are  the  Son  of  God 
(Matthew  14:33,  NIV).  Because 
of  his  gocxlneas,  JesiK  was  will¬ 
ing  to  driver  thie  disciples  out 


What  kind  of  person  is  Jesus? 
He  is  file  only  person  who  can 
forgive  our  sins.  Jesus  chose  his 
words  carefully  when  he 
dedaied  to  the  paralytic  "Your 
sins  are  forgiven."  ‘Though  he 
could  have  diosen  any  number 
of  expressions  to  heal  the  para¬ 
lytic,  he  diose  words  that 
would  reveal  his  grea^  pur^ 
pose  for  coming  into  this  world 
and  his  authority  to  fulfill  that 
purpose.  Many  people  benefit¬ 
ed  Rom  Jesus'  authority  to  heal 
the  sick  and  cast  out  demons; 
however;  fiiese  many  demon¬ 
strations  of  Jesus'  abi^  toheal 
the  body  were  always  sec- 
ondj^  to  Jesus'  ability  to  save 
the  sinner's  soul.  Because  of  his 
greatness,  Jesus  is  able  to  for¬ 
give  sins.  Because  of  his  good¬ 
ness,  Jesus  was  willing  to  &  on 
a  cross  so  that  you  and  I  may  be 
forgiven  of  our  sins. 

Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church.  MonticeUo. 


1.  DanuMCtts  Chafch,  non, 
hdd  its  annual  Damascus 
Youth  in  Action  party.  Sept, 
12,  to  Iddcoff  tlw  New  Year 
for  their  youth.  Activities 
inchided  a  jumping  tent, 
dunldiw  booov  gamei^  food 
and  feflowship.  Shown  are 
the  partkhMmts.  Sonny 
Bradanaw,  pastor;  Lora  Lw 
DougteA  youd\  director. 

2.  A«b«m  Chufclw  Itoelo, 
ordained  Jared  Bounos  as 
deacon  Aug.  19.  Shown  are 
pastor  David  Singleton 
and  Bounds. 

3.  Pleasant  Home  Churcli, 
loMs  Conaiy,  recognises 
its  Bible  DriOars.  Sho«^  are 
loahua  Stamps,  Brittany 
Klatthews,  Bail^  Brown, 
and  Mandy  Hester. 

4.  NavIBa  Qnuch,  McComb, 
hosted  IMB  miaeionaries  to 
Romania  Dwayne  and 
Donna  Brown,  during  dte 
dttirch's  senior  AuguK  lun¬ 
cheon.  Navilla  is  dw 
Brown's  home  church. 


6.  Youth  BMe  PrWen,  WIBiamevilc  Church,  WlWmmWe  ^ 


5.  Calvary  Church,  Oak 
Grove,  recentlv  ordained 
Chude  Mitchell  as  deacon. 
Front,  Mitchell  and  pastor 
leff  Floyd;  rear,  Andy 
McLain,  Gary  Pradt,  and 
Cole  Humer. 


6.  WilliamsvilleChuidi,IW 
iamsviUe  recognizes  yoi^ 
Bible  drillers  Sua  Papisan 

and  Samantha  Qaric. .  -  /  , 
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NavMa  Chords  McCoadt 


Oak  Grove 
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VBS  fhrtidpawts,  Grifllth  Msmorlcal  Church,  Jacheon  v 


GdiaihMentortal  Church,  Jackson;  Tbtal  enrollment,  122;  average  attendance;  96;  nine  professions 
of  faittv  Kim  Lowery  VBS  director;  Paul  G.  Jones,  pastor.  Shown  are  the  partidpants. 


